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RETURN TO MATERIALITY

BY TIFFANY WANG

ON ONE SNOWY DAY IN BOSTON, | WAS READING THE BOOK “ON EARTH
WE'RE BRIEFLY GORGEOUS” BY OCEAN VVONG FOR A CLASS ASSIGNMENT.
ONE LINE THAT PARTICULARLY STOOD OUT TO ME IS THIS: “IN
VIETNAMESE, THE WORD FOR MISSING SOMEONE AND REMEMBERING THEM
IS THE SAME: NHO. SOMETIMES, WHEN YOU ASK mE OVER THE PHONE, €O
NHO ME KHONG? | FLINCH, THINKING YOU MEANT, DO YOU REMEMBER
MmE?"

THE BLURRED LINE BETWEEN MISSING AND REMEMBERING MADE mE
WONDER, ARE THEY THE SAME ACTION? INTRIGVED BY THIS IDEA, |
DECIDED TO DIG DEEPER. IN MANDARIN, MISSING AND REMEMBERING ARE
EXPRESSED BY THE SAME VERB, “48.” THIS LINGVISTIC OVERLAP MADE
ME QUESTION: HOW DO WE TRULY REMEMBER? THE ARTIST FELIX
GONZALEZ-TORRES BRINGS A BEAVTIFUL SOLUTION IN HIS WORK
"UNTITLED (PORTRAIT OF ROSS IN L.A.)."

THE SCULPTURAL FORM CONSISTS OF 175 POUNDS OF COLORFUL, SHINY
CANDY. THE IDEAL WEIGHT OF 4715 POUNDS CORRESPONDS TO THE
SUBJECT OF THE PORTRAIT, ROSS LAYCOCK, TORRES'S PARTNER WHO
DIED FROM AIDS IN 1994. THE VIEWER PARTICIPATES IN ROSS'S
DIMINISHMENT BY TAKING AND CONSUMING THE CANDY. THE ACT OF
TAKING THE CANDY SYMBOLIZES A LOSS WHILE CONSUMING IT BECOMES

13 AN INTIMATE ACT OF REMEMBRANCE.

THIS IDEA OF TANGIBLE MEMORY RESONATED DEEPLY WITH ME. WHEN |
ATTENDED AN ALL-GIRLS BOARDING SCHOOL IN TAIPEI, WE WOULD HAVE TO
HAND IN OUR PHONES TO OUR HOMEROOM TEACHER EVERY MONDAY
MORNING. WHENEVER WE HAD A SCHOOL EVENT, SUCH AS OUR SCHOOL FAIR
OR PROM, WE WOULD INSTEAD BRING OUR POLAROID CAMERAS TO TAKE
PICTURES. LAST SUMMER, WHILE | WAS HOME FROM COLLEGE, | WAS
RUMMAGING THROUGH THE DRAWERS IN MY CHILDHOOF BEDROOM WHEN |
DISCOVERED POLAROIDS AND LETTERS FROM MY mIDDLE SCHOOL FRIENDS.

THE PHYSICAL ACT OF HOLDING THE POLAROIDS IN MY HANDS WAS A
VISCERAL EXPERIENCE SO DIFFERENT FROM SCROLLING THROUGH THE
PHOTO APP ON MY IPHONE. IT FELT LIKE A SOLID ACT OF REMEMBRANCE,
GROUNDING ME IN A MOMENT THAT DIGITAL IMAGES OFTEN FAIL TO
CAPTURE. THE RECENT RESURGENCE OF FILM AND DIGITAL CAMERAS
REFLECTS A CRAVING FOR MATERIALITY IN AN INCREASINGLY DIGITAL
WORLD. THE PICTURES OFFER TANGIBLE ACCESS TO OUR MEMORIES, EVEN
THOUGH THEY MIGHT SEEM CLUNKY OR OUTDATED. THESE ARTIFACTS OFFER
A WAY TO ANCHOR OUR MEMORIES IN SOMETHING MATERIAL, REMINDING VS
THAT SOMETIMES, REMEMBERING IS ABOUT MORE THAN JUST AN AIRDROP.
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I looked at him
across the table ’
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29 yes

yes

unashamed

I will answer her
without hesitation

yes

I will give her what is left of me in a
single breath and if she laughs if she

asks I will say yes I will Yes
LN

love,
naturalskies
& squirrel
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Musa de las Estaciones

Sila Primavera
tc conocicera,
querida Musa,
sus flores se marchitarian
de envidia.

Y su viento helaria
al oir cstas palabras
que te dejo,

mi inspiracion
celestial.

Si fuera adivino,
te diria que las
¢cstaciones nacicron
porque la Tierra tiene
que renovar
su manto esmeralda
para igualar
tu eterna belleza.
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Sustainable Living College Park

Your Guide to Reducing Waste through Community
UMD’s On-Campus Services
UMD WEB MAP

UMD’s online map is a great resource to find on-campus battery
recycling locations, compost collection locations, and outdoor
waste disposal locations. Just select the ‘Recycling & Waste Disposal’
feature for a comprehensive veiw of these services & their locations.
Use this resource to also discover on-campus maker spaces, where
students can utilize materials and tools for free! Select ‘Campus
Services’ then ‘Makerspaces’ or visit makerspace.umd.edu for more
information.

TERP TO TERP REUSE STORE

Located on the ground floor of Harford
Hall, Terp to Terp accepts & provides small
appliances, kitchen/cooking items, room
accessories, school supplies (unused),
and clothing (clean &gently used).

Shop the store via appointment
(reslife.umd/terptoterp) and bring
personal bags. You may donate via
collection bins located in Residence

Halls or Annapolis Hall for non campus

residents.
45

CAMPUS PANTRY

Over 20% of the student population lack access to affordable and
nutritious food. Visit the campus pantry 10am-5pm most weeks
Monday-Friday. If you aren’t food insecure and want to help there
are a plethora of volunteer opportunities. You may also donate to
the pantry. Currently the
most needed non-
perishable items
are: broth, oil, herbs
and spices, flour,
vinegar, grains,
cereal, oatmeal, or
other non-perishable
breakfastitems,
dried fruit, canned milk,
canned fish or poultry, canned or dry beans, canned tomatoes, salsa,
pasta sauce, peanut butter, mayonnaise, and soy sauce.

TERRAPIN TRADER

A hidden gem on the outskirts

of College Park, Terrapin Trader

is a great place to find surplus

furniture, computers and

office equipment, lab/scientific

equipment, vehicles, new

athletic clothing/shoes, and

other crazy goodies. Open on Tuesday-Thursday 9 a.m.-1p.mand
located at the Severn Building (5245 Greenbelt Road).

FREE LIBRARY @MCKELDIN LIBRARY

Don't sleep on Mckeldin’s free library located in the front lobby.

One ponie's trash is always another ponie’s treasure! This is a great
alternative to trashing that slightly beat-up book cover, unfashionable
old lamp, or random trinket box you no longer have space for. There's
always someone who finds use for these items and its a lot more
ethical than donating to a second-hand mega-corporation like
Goodwill where it could end up in a landfill or get ridiculously priced.
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Ooff-Campus Resources in the Surrounding Area
College Park

FOOD SCRAP COLLECTION PROGRAMS

The City of College Park provides affordable and effcient composting

services. You can apply for the Curbside Food Scrap Collection

Program for free through the city. This option requires a one-time

purchase of a 12-gallon wheeled cart ($13.00), or a 5-gallon bucket
($9.00). The container will be picked up for
free each week!

You may also drop off scrap food at
designated drop off locations. Separate the
accepted food scrap items from other
trash and place in either a compostable
bag (available at the Department of
Public Works for free) or in a container
with a closed lid (for example - empty
coffee containers with sealing lids are great for this).
Once it gets full, bring the food scraps to the designated drop-off area
at Davis Hall or the Old Town Playground and Community Garden.

OTHER RECYCLING & DONATION OPPORTUNITIES

Visit https://www.collegeparkmd.gov/361/
Other-Recycling-Donation-Opportunities
foran in-depth list of local donation services
provided by places like Lowe’s, Home Depot,
MOMs, and Ikea.

This site provides info about where to donate

cars, batteries, books, construction materials, clothing/household
goods, electronics recycling, eyeglasses, lights, medicine, metal
clothes hangers, motor oil, paint, pet food and supplies, plastic bags,
printer ink cartridges, styrofoam and packaging, and more!
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Greenbelt Community Spaces & Services
GREENBELT MAKER SPACE

The Greenbelt Maker Space is an
awesome resource for rescuing
broken and damaged items from
recycle or garbage bins. Located in
the Roosevelt Center Plaza across
from the Old Greenbelt Movie
Theater, they offer a free Tool Librar
in the basement along with periodic
‘Repair Cafes’ and classes. Borrow
tools from the Tool Library Saturdays
10 a.m.to noon and Sundays 11a.m.to 1 p.m.

Learn how to repair your stuff or help others at a Repair Cafe.
Common items include clothing, furniture, kitchen appliances,
computers, jewelry, toys, & simple bicycle repairs. Some repairs
require experienced people or need matching materials / spare parts,
which the owners may already have. Otherwise, the Maker Space will
assist them in ordering needed parts from local businesses.

THESPACE - “FREEARTFORALL”

Stationed at the Beltway Plaza
Mall (an architectural and
community gem) The Spaceis a
community arts collective aiming
to foster community through free
arts access. On the first floor near
the AMC you can find their art
materials library and a free book
library. Their second space next
to the Shopper’s World is where
The Space hosts free events &
classes like sewing, strings & keys,
gaming, yoga, art entrepreneurship and more. Visit their website or
jointhe slackto get involved!
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HERE AT THE END OF THE LINE

See now:

How the pillar sings!
A solemn silver song
For every offering

Remember!

All those things you left behind
His pillar will preserve

And remember them in kind

You are not a stranger.
Here where hearth is home
We still speak your name!

This love:

Sits like an amber stone
Folded deep in souly depths
Warmly shining, gold aglow!
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